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Department of Politics                2 Peter Cooper Road, #12F 
New York University     New York, NY-10010 
726 Broadway      Phone: (212) 260-1375 
New York, NY-10003     E-mail: ss284@nyu.edu 
(212) 998-8515 
 
EMPLOYMENT: 
 
2006-  Associate Professor (tenured) 
2000-2006 Assistant Professor, Department of Politics, New York University 
1986-1995 Partner, Worldsearch Co. 
1983-1985 General Mills Inc. 
1978-1981 Unilever Corporation. 
 
EDUCATION: 
 
1998-2001 Ph.D.  Columbia University  Political Science 
1996-1998 M.Phil.  Columbia University  Political Science 
1995-1996 M.A.  Columbia University  Political Science 
1981-1983 M.B.A.  Northwestern University Finance and Economics 
1975-1978 B.A. (Honors) Delhi University  Economics 
 
RESEARCH: 
 
Principal Research Interests: 
Political Economy of Development, Political Economy of Finance, Political Economy of 
Violence. 
 
Book: 
“Globalization, Politics, and Financial Turmoil: Asia’s Banking Crisis.”  2006.  (Cambridge 
University Press, Political Economy of Institutions and Decisions series.) 
 
Articles: 
 “Economic Shocks and Civil Conflict: An Instrumental Variables Approach,” co-authored with 
Edward Miguel (Berkeley), and Ernest Sergenti (NYU).  (Journal of Political Economy, August 
2004.) 
 
“Political Institutions and Economic Performance: The Effects of Accountability and Obstacles to 
Policy Change,” co-authored with Allen Hicken (Michigan) and Ernest Sergenti (NYU).  
(American Journal of Political Science, October 2005.) 
 
“Institutions, Expectations, and Currency Crises,” co-authored with David Leblang (Colorado).  
(International Organization, Winter 2006.) 
 
“The Political Economy of Nominal Pathologies,” co-authored with Arvind Subramanian (IMF).  
(IMF Staff Papers, 54(3), 2007.) 
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“Capital Controls, Political Institutions, and Economic Growth,” co-authored with Daniel Berger 
(NYU).  (Quarterly Journal of Political Science 2(4), 2007.) 
 
“Politically Generated Uncertainty and Currency Crises: Theory, Tests, and Forecasts,” co-
authored with David Leblang (Colorado).  (Journal of International Money and Finance, April 
2008.) 
 
Works under review/in progress: 
 
“Superpower Interventions and their Consequences for Democracy,” co-authored with William 
Easterly (NYU) and Daniel Berger (NYU).  NBER Working Paper 13992. 
 
“National Cultures and Soccer Violence,” co-authored with Edward Miguel (Berkeley) and 
Sebastian Saiegh (San Diego).  NBER Working Paper 13968. 
 
“Global Warming and Conflict in Africa,” co-authored with John Dykema (Harvard) and Edward 
Miguel (Berkeley). 
 
INVITED TALKS: 
 
Yale University, Center for International and Area Studies, April 2003. 
 
University of Pittsburgh, Department of Political Science, October 2003. 
 
Visiting Scholar, International Monetary Fund, April 2004. 
 
Duke University, October 2005. 
 
University of Michigan, Political Economy of International Finance group, October 2005. 
 
Texas A and M University, Bush School, November 2005. 
 
Columbia University, February 2006. 
 
University of Minnesota, April 2006. 
 
University of California, Los Angeles, May 2006. 
 
Washington University, St. Louis, September 2007. 
 
New Frontiers in Political Economy Conference, Moscow, May 2008. 
 
University of Essex, January 2009.   
 
REVIEWER FOR: 
 
American Political Science Review 
 
American Economic Review 
 
Journal of Political Economy 
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Review of Economic Studies 
 
Economic Journal 
 
Journal of Development Economics 
 
International Organization 
 
Journal of Politics 
 
Political Analysis 
 
World Politics 
 
World Development 
 
Economics of Governance 
 
TEACHING: 
 
Principal Teaching Interests: 
International Politics, Political Economy of Development, International Political Economy, 
Senior Honors Seminar. 
 
Teaching Awards and Nominations: 
Nominated three times for NYU’s Golden Dozen Teaching Award.  Winner in 2008. 
 
Teaching Experience: 
2000-2008 New York University: International Politics (Undergraduate), Political 

Economy of Development (Undergraduate), International Politics Senior Honors 
Seminar (Undergraduate), International Politics (Graduate Core), International 
Political Economy (Graduate). 

 
Fall 1999 Hunter College: Adjunct Lecturer, Introduction to International Politics. 
 
Fall 1999 Barnard College: Adjunct Lecturer, Modern Political Movements. 
 
1998-99 Columbia University: Teaching Assistant for Ph.D. Comparative Politics Survey  

  class. 
 
COMMITTEE SERVICE: 
 
Recruitment committee, organizer of department seminar, organizer of political economy 
seminar, curriculum committee, graduate admissions committee. 
 
HONORS: 
 
2001 Dissertation awarded distinction grade, and nominated for two ASPA best 

dissertation awards. 
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1996- 99 Columbia University President’s Fellowship. 
 
1999  Columbia University - East Asia Institute Dissertation Research Fellowship. 
 
1998  Columbia University - Hinduja Indic Studies Institute Dissertation Research  
  Fellowship. 
 
1982-83 Honors (Kellogg Graduate School of Management, Northwestern University). 
 
LANGUAGES: 
Italian, French, Malayalam, Hindi. 
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