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EDUCATION 

 
Ph.D. Politics, Princeton University (January 1995) 
M.A. Politics, Princeton University (June 1990) 
B.A. Summa Cum Laude, Political Science, Honors Tutorial College, Ohio University  

  (June 1988) 
 

 
Fields of Specialization: 
 

American Politics     Political Economy 
Judicial Politics     Elections and Voting Behavior 
 

 
EMPLOYMENT 
 

2001-2003 Chair, Department of Politics, New York University 
2000-2001 Acting Chair, Department of Politics, New York University 
2000-  Associate Professor, Department of Politics, New York University 
1994-2000 Assistant Professor, Department of Politics, New York University 

 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
 
Books: 
 
 
1998 Votes Without Leverage:  Women in American Electoral Politics, 1920-1970.  The 
 Political Economy of Institutions and Decisions, James Alt and Douglass North, eds. 
 (New York:  Cambridge University Press). 
 

· Based on dissertation winning 1995 Best Dissertation Award, APSA Women and Politics Section 
· Finalist, 1998 Best Book Award, APSA Political Economy Section 
· Subject of Roundtable Discussion, 2000 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Assn. 

 



 
Refereed Journal Articles: 
 
 
2006 “Pulling Punches: Constitutional Decisions in the U.S. Supreme Court, 1987-2000.” With 

Barry Friedman. Legislative Studies Quarterly  31:4 (November): 533-562. 
 
2006 “Electoral Institutions and the Evolution of Partisan Conventions, 1880-1940.” With 

Bumba Mukherjee. American Politics Research 34:3 (May): 368-398. 
 
2003 “Electing the Supreme Court” (with Barry Friedman). Indiana Law Journal 78: 1 

(Winter/Spring): 123-151. 
 
2001 “Partisanship as a Social Convention.”  Rationality and Society 13: 4 (November). 
 
1997 "Women, Party, and Policy, 1920-1970:  A Rational Choice Approach." Studies in 
 American Political Development 11: 2 (Fall): 292-325. 
 

· Based on paper winning 1995 Best APSA Paper Award, APSA Women and Politics Section 
 
1996 "The Political Consequences of Suffrage Exclusion:  Organizations, Institutions, and the 
 Electoral Mobilization of Women."  Social Science History  (Special Issue:  Institutions 
 and Institutionalism in Historical Social Science) 20:1 (Spring): 97-132. 
 
1993 "Only One Oar in the Water:  The Political Failure of School Desegregation in Yonkers, 

New York."  With Judith L. Failer and Jennifer Hochschild.  Educational Policy 7: 
3(September):  276-296.   

 
Reprinted in Beyond Desegregation:  The Politics of Quality in African American 
Schooling, Mwalimu Shujaa, ed. (Thousand Oaks, CA:  Corwin Press, Inc., 1996): 53-74. 

 
 
Book Chapters and Review Articles: 
 
 
1999 “Culture or Strategy?  Women in New York State Parties, 1917-1930.”  In We Have 

Come to Stay: American Women and Political Parties, 1880-1960, Melanie Gustafson, 
Kristie Miller, and Elizabeth Israels Perry, eds. (Albuquerque:  University of New 
Mexico Press): 87-96. 

 
1998 “Women and the Vote.” Journal of Policy History 10: 3: 360-364. 
 
1998 “Reform May Need Reforming.”  Regulation 21: 3: 77-78. 
 
 
 



 
 
WORKING PAPERS 

 
 
“Ducking Trouble: Supreme Court Agenda-Setting and Congressional Constraint.” With 
Barry Friedman. 2006. 
 
“Measurement Error in the United States Supreme Court Judicial Database.” 2006. 

 
 
HONORS AND AWARDS 
 

 
2004-05 Member, Best Book Award Committee, APSA Women and Politics 

Section 
2001-02 Chair, Emerging Scholar Award Committee, APSA Political 

Organizations and Parties Section 
2000-01 Best Article Award Committee, APSA Politics and History Section 
1999-02 Appointed Robert A. Beck Assistant Professor of American Institutions,    
                       New York University 
1999-00 Chair, Best Article Award Committee, APSA Political Organizations and  

            Parties Section 
1998-99 Leon D. Epstein Outstanding Book Award Committee, APSA Political 

Organizations and Parties Section 
1998-00 Executive Council, APSA Political Organizations and Parties Section 
1998  Visiting Summer Scholar, Hoover Institution, Stanford University 
1997  1996 Best Book Award Committee, APSA Political Economy Section 
1996  1995 Best Dissertation Award, APSA Women and Politics Section 
1996  1995 Best APSA Paper Award, APSA Women and Politics Section  
1996-1997 Executive Council, APSA Politics and History Section 
1996  1996 Outstanding Alumna Award, Department of Political Science, Ohio  

   University 
1988-1994 Andrew W. Mellon Fellowship in the Humanities 
1991-1994 Graduate Fellow, Center for Domestic and Comparative Policy Studies, 

Woodrow Wilson School for Public and International Affairs,  
   Princeton University 

1992-1993 Fellow, Princeton Society of Fellows, Woodrow Wilson Foundation 
1990-1992 Princeton University Graduate Fellowship 
1986  Harry S. Truman Scholarship 
1984-1988 National Merit Scholarship 
 
 

LECTURES AND PRESENTATIONS 
 
 



 2006 NYU Law School, December 5. 
 
2006 Conference for Empirical Legal Studies, University of Texas Law School, October 28-
29. 
 
2006 New York University, Department of Politics, April 20. 
 
2005 “Modeling Law.” NYU Law School, October 20-21. 
 
2005 Liberty Fund Conference, “Empirical Models of the Law.” Bozeman, MT, May 25-29. 
 
2004 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago IL, April 25. 
 
2002 Indiana University, April 20. 
 
2002 Yale University, March 15. 
 
2001 University of Wisconsin, Madison, Department of Political Science, December 15. 
 
2000 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C.,  

August 31. 
 

Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, April 27. 
 

1999 New York University, Department of Politics, March 30. 
 

University of Rochester, Riker Seminar, Department of Political Science, October 29. 
 
1998 Annual Meeting of the Public Choice Society, New Orleans, LA, March 14.  
 

New York University Law School, Colloquium on Law, Economics, and Political 
Science, April 28. 

 
1997 University of Michigan, Department of Political Science, March 15. 
 

Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., 
August 30. 

 
Rutgers University, Department of Political Science, October 23. 
Columbia University, Department of Political Science, November 5. 

 
New York University, Department of Politics, December 3. 

 
1996 New York University, Department of Politics, March 6. 
 

City University of New York Graduate Center, New York Seminar on American Political 



Development, April 24. 
 
1995 New York University, Department of Politics, March 8. 
 

Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, Sep.3. 
 

Columbia University, Department of Political Science, November 15. 
 
1993 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Washington, D.C., Sep.4.  
 

Annual Meeting of the Social Science History Association, Baltimore, Maryland, Nov. 6.  
 
1992 Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Chicago, IL, Sep. 5. 

 
 
OTHER CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION 
 
 
2004 Invited Participant, Liberty Fund Conference, “The Nature of Judicial Independence,” 

Bozeman, MT, September 21-25 
 
2000 Invited Participant, Liberty Fund Conference, “Virtue and Vice”, Tucson, AZ, November 

15-17. 
 
2000 Invited Participant, Liberty Fund Conference, “Federalism and Political Institutions”, 

Half Moon Bay, CA, February 24-27. 
 
1999 Invited Participant, MIT Research Conference on American Politics, Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology, October 2, 1999. 
 

Invited Participant, Liberty Fund Conference, “Is Democracy Compatible With Excellent 
Leadership?” Duke University, November 11-14. 

 
1998 Panel Discussant, Annual Meeting of the Public Choice Society, New Orleans, LA, 

March 14. 
 
1998 Invited Participant, Liberty Fund Conference, “Liberty and Power,” Indianapolis, IN, 

Feb. 6-8. 
 
1997 Invited Participant, Liberty Fund Conference, “Political Economy and Public Choice,” 

Gleneden Beach, Oregon, August 18-24. 
 
1996 Panel Discussant, Annual Meeting of the Association for Public Policy and Management, 

Pittsburgh, PA, October 31. 
 
1996 Invited Participant, "The Future of Liberalism," (Monthly Seminar) Twentieth Century 



Fund, New York, New York. 
 
1995 Panel Discussant, Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, 

Chicago, IL, September 5. 
 
1993 Panel Chair and Discussant, Annual Meeting of the American Political Science 

Association, New York, New York, September 3. 
 

 
TEACHING 
 
 
Undergraduate: 
 

 
Doing Political Science (V53.0800) 

Spring 1998; Spring 1999, Spring 2000 
Power and Politics in America (A53.0300) 

Spring, Fall 1995; Spring, Fall 1996; Spring 1997; Fall 1998; Fall 2000, Spring 
2005; Fall 2005 

Political Parties (V53.0340) 
Spring, Fall 1995 

 The United States Supreme Court (V53.0333) 
  Spring 2007 

Undergraduate Field Seminar in American Politics:   
The Politics of Welfare Policy (V53.0395); Spring, Fall 1996 

Undergraduate Field Seminar in American Politics:  
Elections in American Politics (V53.0395); Fall 1998; Fall 1999 

 Undergraduate Field Seminar in American Politics: 
  The Politics of Judicial Decisionmaking (V53.0395); Spring 2007 

Junior Honors (V53.0912) 
Spring 2003, Spring 2004, Spring 2005 

 Senior Honors (xxx.xxxx) 
  Fall 2005, Spring 2007 
 Freshman Honors Seminar (xxx.xxxx) 
  Fall 2004 
 
 
Graduate: 
 
 

Campaigns and Elections (G53.2324) 
Fall 1999 

American Political Parties (G53.2320) 
Spring 1997, Spring 2000 

American Politics Seminar (G53.xxxx) 



The Politics of Judicial Decisionmaking; Fall 2004 
 
 
UNIVERSITY SERVICE 
 
 
Departmental Service: 
 
 
2004-2005 Merit Committee 
2004-2006 Chair, Honors Committee 
2004-2005 Chair, Undergraduate Award Committee 
2000-01 Graduate Admissions/Fellowships, Evaluation, and Progress Committee 
1994-03   American Politics Field Committee 
1995-03 Faculty Recruitment Committee 
1996-01   Political Economy Field Committee  
1999-03 Curriculum Committee 
1997-00 Director, Departmental Honors Program 
1998-00 Ad Hoc Committee on Workload Issues   
1995-96 Undergraduate Curriculum Committee 
1996-97 Departmental Chair Recruitment Committee  
1996-97 Fellowships, Evaluations and Progress Committee 
1996-97 Stokes Lecture Series Committee  
1994-95 Graduate Admissions Committee  
 
 
College of Arts and Sciences Service: 
 
 
2004-2006 Member, DURF Award Committee 
2003-2006 Member, Faculty Committee on Teaching 
1996-01 Faculty Advisor, Honors Scholars 
1996-06 Faculty Committee for Marshall, Rhodes, and Truman Scholarships 
1996-01 Faculty Member, Committee on Student Discipline 
1996/06 Annual Transfer Day/Admitted Students addresses to students and parents  
1997-00 Faculty Committee, Hewlett Colloquia on the Disciplines 
1996  Address to alumni, 1996 Annual College Alumni Banquet, April 27. 
 
 
Universitywide Service: 
 
 
2003-2006 Member, Institute for Law and Society Steering Committee 
 


